July 12, 2023
Town of Lyme
Regular Monthly Meeting 6:30 P.M.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Call to Order: 
Supervisor Countryman called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. opening the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Those present included Supervisor Countryman, Deputy Supervisor Bourquin, Councilmember Farrell, Councilmember Villa, Town Clerk Ariana Henderson, Tina Fahringer, William Johnson, Heather Lipczynski, Charlie Mount, Cathy Ward, Cathy Stone and Kurtis and Sara Bennett.

Privilege of the Floor
Legislator William Johnson: Mr. William Johnson reported that the County passed the Jefferson Community College Budget which was around 5 million dollars give or take. Charlie Mount asked if the bus routes from the hospital were going to come to Chaumont or Cape Vincent. Legislator Johnson will check on this.

Cathy Ward: Ms. Ward asked if there were any updates on the Solar Law. Supervisor Countryman stated that the Zoning Law revisions should be ready to approve at the August meeting but there are no guarantees. She also stated that the basketball and tennis courts look awful. Charlie Mount stated that he is working with a few individuals and the Village on resurfacing the courts. The plan is to keep the basketball court and add 3 pickle ball courts. The committee is waiting to receive quotes from interested companies. Ms. Ward stated that the upkeep should continue including weed whacking. Clerk Henderson will speak with the Village Clerk about this concern. 

Tina Fahringer: Ms. Fahringer asked if the Town would reconsider the Beatification program that was once proposed. She gave a copy of the law to the Board. Supervisor Countryman stated that the Town has difficulties enforcing these issues now. Tina is a member of the Board of Assessment Review. She reported that she experienced a resident coming to Grievance Day for the 3rd year in a row. Her complaint is for the property next to her to clean up her yard. She believes that it decreases the value of her property. The Board will consider the law.

Supervisor’s Report
[bookmark: _Hlk39061768]Resolution 2023-82: Councilmember Villa made the motion to approve the June Supervisor’s Monthly Financial report; Councilmember Gosier seconded the motion; all were in favor; motion carried.

Resolution 2023-83: Councilmember Gosier made the motion to approve the budget transfers as shown below; seconded by Councilmember Farrell; all were in favor and the motion was carried.	
[image: ]
Supervisor Countryman said the Town will receive $2600.02 from NYS Teamsters due to MEO Andrew Quencer resigning. This is returned funds from the prepayment of his HRA at the beginning of 2023. We will also receive a credit in September from the July Health Insurance payment. 
Highway Superintendent’s Report
The Snow and Ice contract for Jefferson County was discussed at a supervisor’s meeting. They added a year to it and went with the same rates as the NYS contract. The contract will be for 5 years retroactive to the beginning of this year (2023). 

Resolution 2023-84: Councilmember Gosier made the motion to approve the Jefferson County Snow and Ice Contract for 5 years; seconded by Councilmember Farrell; all were in favor and the motion was carried.	

Resolution 2023-85: Councilmember Villa made the motion to hire Patrick Thompson for the vacant Highway MEO position; seconded by Councilmember Farrell; all were in favor and the motion was carried.	


Clerk’s Report
Monthly Receipts were as follow: Total Local Shares Remitted: $7,146.40; Total State County & Local Revenues:  $7,199.40 Total Non – Local Revenues: $53.00
Town Clerk Certification from Special Election:
	I, Ariana Henderson, serve as Town Clerk for the Town of Lyme, New York.  On June 21, 2023, the Town held a Special Election regarding the creation of proposed Water District No. 6 (Point Salubrious).
	The Town Supervisor, two (2) official Jefferson County election inspectors, and I were present for the entire duration of the Special Election.  Following the election, the election inspectors counted the ballots which had been submitted by residents of the proposed water district.  The election inspectors determined, and I confirmed, that the result of the election was eighty-two (82) votes in favor of the water district and one hundred thirty-four (134) votes against the water district.
	I certify to these results in my official capacity as Town Clerk.

Audit of the Bills (Abstracts #11 + 12)
Resolution 2023-86: Councilmember Gosier made the motion to approve Abstract #11 in the amount of $22,383.00; seconded by Deputy Supervisor Bourquin; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

Resolution 2023-87: Councilmember Gosier made the motion to approve Abstract #12 in the amount of $114,550.96; seconded by Councilmember Villa; all were in favor and the motion was carried.	
Approval of the Minutes
Resolution 2021-88:  Councilmember Farrell made a motion to approve the May 25, 2023, Point Salubrious Water District #6 Minutes; seconded by Councilmember Gosier; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

Resolution 2021-89:  Councilmember Gosier made a motion to approve the June 14, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes; seconded by Councilmember Farrell; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

Old Business:
Resolution for Special Election Results:

Resolution 2023-90: Supervisor Countryman made a motion to approve the Special Election Results (Water District NO. 6); seconded by Councilmember Villa; all were in favor and the motion was carried.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk117067115]SPECIAL ELECTION (WATER DISTRICT NO. 6) RESULTS

WHEREAS, a petition was submitted which called for a referendum regarding the creation of Water District No. 6 in the Town of Lyme, New York; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board for the Town of Lyme held a Special Election in accordance with New York Law from 12:00 pm – 8:00 pm on June 21, 2023; and
WHEREAS, following the Special Election, official Jefferson County election inspectors counted the ballots; and
WHEREAS, the Town Clerk has offered the certification, incorporated by reference, which states the results of the Special Election were: eighty-two (82) votes for and one hundred thirty-four (134) votes against.
NOW, THEREFORE, on motion duly made and seconded, this Board makes the following determinations:
IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED:
1. The above recitations are incorporated herein.
2. Based on the results of the Special Election, all efforts to create Water District No. 6 shall cease, without prejudice.
3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, Countryman, and seconded by Board Member, Villa, and upon roll call vote of the Board was duly adopted as follows:

Terry Countryman, Supervisor			yes X 	no___   

		 Donald Bourquin					yes X   no ___

		 Julia Gosier						yes X	no___

		 Timothy Farrell		 			yes X	no___

		 Daniel Villa						yes X	no___



Resolution to pay Special Election Inspectors:

PAYMENT TO ELECTION INSPECTORS FOR SPECIAL ELECTION (WATER DISTRICT NO. 6)

WHEREAS, a petition was submitted which called for a referendum regarding the creation of Water District No. 6 in the Town of Lyme, New York; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board for the Town of Lyme held a Special Election in accordance with New York Law; and
WHEREAS, two (2) election inspectors were required to be present during the Special Election; and
WHEREAS, the Town has agreed to pay each of the two (2) election inspectors New York minimum wage for their services; and
WHEREAS, the minimum wage in New York is currently $14.20 per hour; and
WHEREAS, each election inspector worked from 11:00 am – 8:30 pm on the day of the Special Election.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Lyme shall issue two (2) checks, each in the amount of $134.90, for payment of the two (2) election inspectors present during the Special Election.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Lyme, New York:
1.	The Town Supervisor and the Town Clerk for the Town of Lyme are authorized to execute the documents necessary to issue the aforementioned checks.
2.	This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, Countryman, and seconded by Board Member, Gosier, and upon roll call vote of the Board was duly adopted as follows:
Terry Countryman, Supervisor			yes X 	no___   

		 Donald Bourquin					yes X   no ___

		 Julia Gosier						yes X	no___

		 Timothy Farrell		 			yes X	no___

		 Daniel Villa						yes X	no___

  New Business:
Hire Groundskeeper:
Resolution 2023-91: Supervisor Countryman made a motion to hire Adam Stevenson as the Town Groundskeeper; seconded by Councilmember Gosier; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

Request for Cellular Service Installation:
K.C. Bennet sent a request to the Town Board to have another cellular tower installed for better cellular service for the Town. He stated that when Sally Port is open for events there will be thousands of people coming to Town for their events and the cell service is already spotty in Three Mile Bay. He stated that this request must come from the Town. The Town can hire a consultant to do an assessment to start the process.	

Three Mile Bay Carnival 2024:
K.C. Bennet, owner of Sally Port View spoke to Justin Bourquin (TMB Fire Chief) about bringing back Three Mile Bay Days. They would like to bring this event back to the Town and use their property which consists of 60 acres. Jim Millington stated that we don’t have a Special Permit for something like this. His main concern would be to have a safety and evacuation plan including fire protection. Councilmember Gosier said her concern is who would supply the insurance. She knows years ago the event was dissolved because of the insurance costs. Mr. Bennet stated that he was not looking for the Town to pick up the cost of the insurance.  Charlie Mount stated that the Three Mile Bay Fire Department is looking forward to working with Sally Port to get the event going. They are looking at possibly having it the weekend of July 4th. 

Resignation of Water Board Member:
Resolution 2023-92: Councilmember Farrell made a motion to accept Chris Rowland’s Water Board resignation; seconded by Councilmember Villa; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

Advertise for Water Board Vacancy:
Resolution 2023-93: Councilmember Farrell made a motion to advertise the vacant Water Board position; seconded by Councilmember Gosier; all were in favor and the motion was carried.
Three Mile Point Speed Limit Reduction:
Resolution 2023-94: Councilmember Farrell made a motion to send the reduction request for the Three Mile Point speed limit to be changed from 45 mph to 30 mph to the NYS DOT; seconded by Councilmember Villa; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

There was further discussion about other areas of the Town people speed in. The Town Board is going to ask Pat Weston to put the speed limit radar trailer into use again. 

Advertise for Executive Assistant Position:
Supervisor Countryman asked the Board to advertise for a part time 20-25 hours per week for an Executive Assistant. There was discussion on how many hours the position was previously.

Resolution 2023-95: Councilmember Villa made a motion to advertise for an Executive Assistant Position; seconded by Councilmember Gosier; all were in favor and the motion was carried.


Committee Reports
Assessor’s Report: 
Supervisor Countryman stated that he will have the assessor situation figured out tomorrow. He will also have an update on the Solar situation soon from what the Board of Assessment Review decides.

Municipal Water Board Report:
The Water Board would like to move forward with a new water district for the 73 new users that were included in the Water District #2 extension. Supervisor Countryman stated that we need the request from the residents that want the district. This would start the process over again. Councilmember Villa understands the situation and wants Town Residents that need water to receive it. He said that it is hard this year to start this process when the Town already spent $30,000.00 on the proposed Water District #6. The Town doesn’t have the data they need to form the district. Deputy Supervisor Bourquin said that those residents need to put a petition together to show the Town they have the interest. Bernier and Carr would have to update the report and study. Councilmember Gosier stated that we should use another engineering firm or at least compare prices. 

Cathy Stone: Ms. Stone asked about getting water on Independence Point. Supervisor Countryman explained the two different approaches that can be taken to start the process.

Planning Board:
There was no report submitted. Councilmember Villa stated that the Board needs to continue to receive the Planning Board minutes. There seems to be a lot of activity and the campground on 12E in Three Mile Bay.

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA):
There was no report.

Youth Commission:
The June meeting was cancelled. Summer Rec. is currently in session. 

ZEO/CEO Report:
Jim Millington emailed his report and there were no questions.

TMB Cemetery:
Councilmember Gosier reported that there are 2 girls working for the Town from the Jefferson County Work Program. They are doing a phenomenal job cleaning the headstones at the cemetery. They are also working at the Lyme Heritage Center. She is very happy with their work.

Cape Vincent Ambulance:
Supervisor Countryman said they didn’t meet this month and there was nothing new to report.

Veteran’s Park:
Deputy Supervisor Bourquin asked for clarification on an email received from Supervisor Countryman regarding the dock at Veteran’s Park. Bernier and Carr (BCA) wants to use $15,000.00 of the $17,000.00 for the dock mistake that is left in their contract with the Town. Supervisor Countryman said “yes” they want the $15,000.00 to cover their half of the $30,000.00 it will cost to fix the dock abutment. The dock abutment is going to require more engineering than the original contract. Julie has an issue because the whole purpose of the building was to have bathrooms and a mechanical room. BCA is saying that it was just going to be a kiosk there. Deputy Supervisor Bourquin said there was a percentage of the contract that was for engineering for the REDI project. Councilmember Farrell said he understands that BCA is not giving anything up because they were going to charge us the $17,000.00 anyway for engineering of some kind. There was further discussion regarding the placement of the dock. Everyone on the Board was under the impression that the dock would be placed straight into the bay. This will not interfere with the marina and the other docks.

Cathy Stone: Ms. Stone asked when the Park would be finished. Supervisor Countryman said that several of the deadlines have been missed and there is not a completion date. Unfortunately, the dock company went Bankrupt and there is no answer on where the dock is in the manufacturing stage. It is very frustrating.
Privilege of the Floor
There was no privilege of the floor. 

Online Privilege of the Floor
There was no online privilege of the floor. 

Executive Session
Resolution 2023-96: Councilmember Villa made the motion to go into executive session to discuss employment matters; Councilmember Gosier seconded the motion; all were in favor; motion carried.

Return to Open Meeting
Resolution 2023-97: Deputy Supervisor Bourquin made the motion to enter the Open Meeting at 8:39 p.m.; seconded by Councilmember Gosier; all were in favor and the motion was carried.

Adjournment
Resolution 2023-98: Councilmember Farrell a made the motion to adjourn; seconded by Councilmember Gosier; all were in favor and the motion was carried; meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.


Respectfully Submitted,

Ariana Henderson

Ariana Henderson
Town Clerk 
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